
  

 

Introduction 
 

One of America’s most celebrated artists, Louis Comfort Tiffany worked in nearly all media available to    

artists and designers in the late 19th and early 20th centuries—glass, ceramic, metalwork, jewelry, painting, 

furniture, and interiors. He earned international acclaim for his artistic output, receiving prestigious awards in 

exhibitions in Europe and the United States. His work was enthusiastically acquired by art museums through-

out his lifetime, and continues to be highly sought after today. 

 

In September 2013, the Richard H. Driehaus Museum debuts its inaugural exhibition, Louis Comfort Tiffany: 

Treasures from the Driehaus Collection. Sixty objects will be on view in a magnificent historic setting,      

representing this extraordinary artist’s work over his prolific 50-year career with the Tiffany Glass &        

Decorating Company and Tiffany Studios, among his many other interrelated firms. The exhibition also     

introduces audiences to Tiffany artworks from the distinguished Driehaus Collection, representing the unique 

collecting vision of Chicago philanthropist Richard H. Driehaus over the course of several decades. 

 

Situated in the fully restored Gilded Age mansion designed by the architectural firm of Burling & Whitehouse 

in 1879 for prominent Chicago banker Samuel M. Nickerson, Tiffany’s masterpieces are placed within the 

larger context of late 19th-century interiors. The exhibition includes outstanding examples of Tiffany lamps, 

Favrile glass, stained-glass windows, ceramics, metalwork, and furniture from the Driehaus Collection,      

displayed together publicly for the first time. 
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Garden Landscape window, 1900–1910 
Leaded glass 37 x 65½ x 5½ in. (94 x 166.4 x 14 cm), Acc. no. 40153  
Photograph by John Faier, © The Richard H. Driehaus Museum, 2013 



  

 

Fact Sheet 
 

On September 28, 2013, a collection of works by preeminent American designer Louis Comfort Tiffany 

from the Richard H. Driehaus Collection will be unveiled for public audiences for the first time. Louis 

Comfort Tiffany: Treasures from the Driehaus Collection also marks the launch of the Driehaus Museum’s 

exhibition program, which will showcase decorative arts inspired by the interiors of the historic Samuel M. 

Nickerson House. Set against the backdrop of the Museum’s stunning late 19th-century interiors in a 

uniquely intimate setting, the exhibition highlights Tiffany’s artwork in a variety of modes. Lamps, vases, 

stained-glass windows, metalwork, and furnishings will be displayed in five immaculately restored galleries 

that formerly served as private living quarters to the mansion’s original residents.  

 

EXHIBITION:  Louis Comfort Tiffany: Treasures from the Driehaus Collection 

 

DATES:  September 28, 2013 to June 29, 2014 

 

LOCATION: The Richard H. Driehaus Museum  

 40 East Erie Street, Chicago, Illinois, 60611 

 

SPONSORS:  Presenting Sponsor: BMO Harris Bank  

   Supporting Sponsor: Sotheby’s 

 

WEBSITE: Information about Louis Comfort Tiffany: Treasures from the Driehaus Collection, 
including a gallery of selected highlights, can be accessed at DriehausMuseum.org/
Tiffany.  

 

PUBLICATION: Louis Comfort Tiffany: Treasures from the Driehaus Collection (The Monacelli 
Press, New York) by David A. Hanks, with a preface by Richard H. Driehaus and       
photography by John Faier, will be available for purchase in September 2013.   

 

HOURS: Effective September 28, 2013, the Driehaus Museum will be open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

 

GROUP TOURS: Reservations for guided and self-guided private group tours are available for groups 
of at least 10 guests. To book in advance of the exhibition opening, please call    
312.482.8933, ext. 44 or email groups@driehausmuseum.org. 
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Fact Sheet continued ~ 
 

ADMISSION: Admission to the exhibition is included in the price of general admission and free for       

Museum members.  

General self-guided admission is $20 for adults, $12.50 for seniors (65 +), $10 for 

students with a valid I.D. and youth (6–12 years); children ages five years and 

younger are free. Guided tours and an Acoustiguide audio tour of the Museum and 

exhibition will be available for $5 in addition to general admission.  

Beginning on June 1, 2013, advance tickets may be purchased online for admission 

and tours of the exhibition. For additional information, please call 312.482.8933,  

ext. 21 or visit DriehausMuseum.org.  

 

PUBLIC PROGRAMS: A range of public programs throughout Louis Comfort  Tiffany: Treas-

ures from the Driehaus Collection will  highlight various 

exhibition themes. Programs include  concerts, lectures and a 

symposium in November 2013  sponsored in part by Chris-

tie’s featuring author Michael  Burlingham, great-

grandson of Louis Comfort Tiffany.  Additional information 

about the symposium and public  programs will be available 

in August 2013. 

 

FACILITY RENTALS: The Museum offers corporate and private groups the     

 opportunity to host private dinners, meetings, and          

 receptions. Throughout the duration of the exhibition,     

 facility rentals offer private access to the Tiffany galleries. 

 Special themed packages are also available. For more                                  

 information, please call 312.482.8933, ext. 22 or email 

 events@driehausmuseum.org.  
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Flowerform vase, c. 1900-1903 
Blown glass, 11 in. high (27.9 cm) 
Acc. no. 80112 
Photograph by John Faier,  
© Driehaus Museum, 2013 



  

 

 

About the Richard H. Driehaus Collection 
 

 “I have always striven to fix beauty in wood, stone, glass or pottery, in oil or watercolor  

 by using whatever seemed fittest for the expression of beauty, that has been my creed.”  

          —Louis C. Tiffany 

 

The Richard H. Driehaus Collection is one of the country’s most significant private collections of works by American     

decorative designer Louis Comfort Tiffany. 

 

When the Driehaus Collection was formed during the early 1970s, acquisitions focused        

primarily on Art Nouveau posters by Alphonse Mucha and his contemporaries. Since 

then, the collection has grown to include master works of design by such Belle Époque 

luminaries as Louis Majorelle, the Herter Brothers, Édouard Colonna, John La Farge, 

Émile Gallé, and Josef Hoffman.  

 

Louis Comfort Tiffany and his associated firms, widely recognized as the ‘gold standard’ 

for American decorative objects of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, provide the  

essential core of the Driehaus Collection. After acquiring his first Tiffany Studios stained-

glass window in 1978, Richard H. Driehaus, a Chicago businessman and philanthropist, has increased his collection to 

over 1,500 Tiffany works, including ecclesiastical and secular windows, Favrile glass, vases, lamps, candlesticks,     

accessories, and furniture, to preserve for future generations as well as to enjoy in his private home and corporate    

offices. 

 

The Richard H. Driehaus Gallery of Stained Glass opened on Chicago’s Navy Pier in 2002. This first public exhibition 

of Tiffany works from the Driehaus Collection showcases eleven Tiffany stained-glass windows and one fire screen. 

 

In 2003, Mr. Driehaus founded the Richard H. Driehaus Museum to preserve and publicly exhibit selections from his 

collection of American and European fine and decorative arts. The Museum, which opened to the public in 2008 after 

an extensive restoration, is today a stunning showcase for late 19th and early 20th-century art and design, displayed 

against the magnificent backdrop of the historic Samuel M. Nickerson Mansion. 

 

Louis Comfort Tiffany: Treasures from the Driehaus Collection is the first time a diverse selection of Tiffany works 

from the Driehaus Collection will be publically exhibited in Chicago in a context for which many of these objects were 

originally created. 
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Richard H. Driehaus 



  

 

 

About Louis Comfort Tiffany  
 

Louis Comfort Tiffany was born in New York City on February 18, 1848, to Harriet Olivia Young and Charles Lewis 

Tiffany, the founder of Tiffany & Co. Rather than joining the family business, Tiffany began his career as a painter, 

studying at the National Academy of Design from 1866–67 and, in the following year, with the French painter Léon-

Charles Adrien Bailly in Paris. He travelled throughout Europe and North Africa, sketching the exotic landscapes and 

architecture and translating them into early oils and watercolors.  

 

Tiffany’s next major venture was as a prominent decorator in Gilded Age New York. In 1881 he merged several      

interior design partnerships to create Louis C. Tiffany and Company, Associated Artists, which would decorate the 

Veteran’s Room of the Seventh Regiment Armory in New York that year, and the Red Room of the White House the 

next. 

 

By the 1870s Tiffany had already begun experimenting with new glass forms and techniques. In late 1892, he built his 

own glasshouse in Corona, Queens, New York, hiring the skilled émigré artisan and designer Arthur J. Nash to oversee 

the factory, which produced Favrile and other unique varieties of glass to be used in ecclesiastical and secular stained-

glass windows, lamps, vases, mosaics, and accessories.  

 

One of the most notable exhibitions of Tiffany’s career took place in Chicago: the Tiffany Chapel at the World’s     

Columbian Exposition in 1892–93. The Romanesque Revival chapel, which occupied space within Tiffany & Co.’s 

exhibit, included stained-glass windows, an elaborate chandelier, and extensive Byzantine-style mosaics. Tiffany’s 

great success at the Columbian Exposition earned him 54 medals and a number of important commissions, including, 

in the Chicago region, the Chicago Public Library and the Field Memorial Gallery in the Art Institute of Chicago.  

 

While the magnificence and exceptional quality of Tiffany glass made this medium the most significant of his career, 

he continued to innovate, expanding his operations into enamels, pottery, and jewelry. In 1902 his father died, and   

Tiffany became the art director of Tiffany & Co. The same year, Tiffany Studios was incorporated at 333-341 Fourth 

Avenue, New York, and Tiffany began to build his Long Island country home, Laurelton Hall, developing its famous 

gardens on 600 acres overlooking Oyster Bay.  

 

Despite the enormous success he experienced in his many interrelated businesses over his long career, his firm went 

out of business in 1924, and Tiffany Studios filed for bankruptcy in 1932. When he died in 1933, the New York Times 

obituary counted him “among the best known of American artists.” Although his work went out of vogue with the   

advent of modernism, it was revived at midcentury and continues to be associated with unparalleled quality and beauty 

to this day. 
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Exhibition Team 

Additional information, including photographs of the lead team members, is available upon request.  

 

Exhibition Curator David A. Hanks served as Associate Curator of American Decorative Arts at the Art 

Institute of Chicago, and is the curator of the Stewart Program for Modern Design in Montreal. He has  

written extensively on 19th- and 20th-century decorative design, including The Century of Modern Design. 

 

Exhibition Designer Jeff Daly was the Chief of Design and special advisor to the director of the           

Metropolitan Museum of Art for over 25 years. As a Metropolitan Museum of Art exhibit designer he 

worked on hundreds of major exhibits. Mr. Daly founded his own museum and exhibit design firm in 2009.  

 

Director Lise Dubé-Scherr joined the Driehaus Museum in April 2011 and has overseen the expansion of 

the Museum’s daily operations and the development of the exhibition program. She is currently leading the 

planning of the inaugural exhibition and related book. During her tenure, the Museum’s profile has         

increased considerably and overall attendance has grown significantly.  

 

Publication 

The Monacelli Press is a leading publisher of books on architecture, the fine arts, interior design, landscape  

architecture, photography, and graphic design. Publisher Gianfranco Monacelli conceived the venture as a 

distinct and stimulating voice in the visual arts to reinterpret and challenge the conventional boundaries of 

the field, to bring forth the best, most provocative, and the most substantive of what the finest creative 

minds—and eyes—have to offer.  

  

Photographer John Faier travels worldwide photographing a variety of projects, including the Renzo Pi-

ano designed Modern Wing at the Art Institute of Chicago. While experienced with large-format film, he is 

a pioneer and innovator in digital image capture. His editorial work has been featured in publications such 

as Architectural Record, PDN, and The Chicago Tribune. 

  

Designer Abbott Miller of Pentagram, the world’s largest independent design consultancy, leads a team 

designing books, magazines, catalogs, identities, exhibitions, and creating editorial projects. He has re-

ceived numerous design honors, including medals from the Society for Publication Designers and three 

nominations for National Magazine Awards.  
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Nautilus Shell Centerpiece Lamp 
c. 1910 
Mother-of-pearl, gilt-bronze, blown 
glass, nautilus shell 
26 x 23 in. (66 x 58.4 cm) 
Shade: Diam.: 14 in. (35.6 cm) 
Acc. no. 30744  

 
 
Humidor, 1902–10 
Bronze, blown glass 
8½ x 6½ in. (21.6 x 16.5 cm) 
Acc. no. 80246  

 
 
October Night Table Lamp, c. 1910 
Leaded glass, patinated bronze 
27¾ x 25 in. (70.5 x 63.5 cm) 
Acc. no. 30262  

 
 
Ecclesiastical Candelabrum, 1893 
Bronze, molded glass 
47 in. (119.4 cm) 
Acc. no. 30816  

 
Table Lamp with Peony Shade 
c. 1903–05 
Leaded glass and bronze 
32 x 22 in. (81.3 x 55.9 cm) 
Acc. no. 30018  

 
Dragonfly Lamp 
c. 1902–06 
Blown glass, patinated bronze 
23½ x 20½ in. (59.7 x 52.1 cm) 
Acc. no. 30017  

 
 
Inkwell Box, 1900–1910 
Patinated bronze, blown glass 
4¼ x 8 5/8 x 3 5/8 in. (10.8 x 21.9 x 9.2 cm) 
Acc. no. 80393  

 
 
Fish Table Lamp, c. 1900 
Blown glass, patinated bronze 
17½ x 16 in. (44.5 x 40.6 cm) 
Acc. no. 31121  

All photographs by John Faier, © Driehaus Museum, 2013 
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Flowerform vase, c. 1900-1903 
Blown glass, 11 in. high (27.9 cm) 
Acc. no. 80112 
 

 
Large "Water Lily" Paperweight Vase with  
Stand, c. 1910 
Blown glass, gilt bronze stand, 16½ in. high (42 cm) 
Acc. no. 80798  

 
 
Flowerform Vase, c. 1902  
Blown glass, gilt-bronze  
18⅛ in. high (46 cm) 
Acc. no. 80109  

 
Vase, c. 1899-1900 
Blown and applied glass, 13 in. high (34.6 cm) 
Acc. no. 80291 
              

 
Flowerform Vase, c. 1903 
Blown glass, silver-plated bronze 
17¼ in. high (43.8 cm) 
Acc. no. 80120  

 
Screen, Early twentieth century 
Molded and blown glass, bronze,  
wrought iron, 36 x 44 x 12 ¼ in.  
(92.4 x 113.3 x 31.1 cm) 
Acc. no. 60216 

 
 
Vase, c. 1897–98; mounts c. 1898 
Blown glass, mounts of gilt silver and 
appliqué ajoré enamel 
Height: 9⅝ in. (25.1 cm) 
Acc. no. 80275 
(mounts designed by Edward Colonna, 
executed by Eugène Feuillâtre)  

 
Jack-in-the-Pulpit vase, 1907-10 
Blown glass, 20 ¾ in. high (52.7),  
Acc. no. 80308 
 



  

 

 

Selected Images continued ~ 
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Garden Landscape window, 1900–1910 
Leaded glass 
37 x 65½ x 5½ in. (94 x 166.4 x 14 cm) 
Acc. no. 40153  

Landscape window 1893–1920 
Leaded glass, pebbles 
80 x 44½ in. (203.2 x 113 cm) 
Acc. no. 40163  

River of Life window, Early 20th century 
Leaded glass 
82 x 42½ in. (208.3 x 110.5 cm) 
Acc. no. 40165  


